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PRODUCT INSTRUOCTIONS



WARNING

* DO NOT attempt to prime military cartridge cases with crimped primer pockets
until the crimp has been removed with a counter sink, a special reamer or by swaging.
Primers seated into crimped pockets are subject to deformation which can cause mis-
fires and even detonation during seating which can cause personal injury.

- DO NOT attempt to seat primers against excessive resistance which might cause
detonation and possible personal injury. Check to be certain that the case was not
previously primed, that the tired primer was removed, that a portion of the primer
cup wall might still be in the primer pocket and that vou are using the correct size
primer.

« DO NOT modify the Priming system in any manner or attempt to use similar parts
or priming systems from other manufacturers. To do so could result in primer detona-
tions resulting in personal injury.

* Primers not seated below the flush of the cartridge case head can result in a “slam
fire™. This is a condition which the cartridge fires inadvertently as the gun mechanism

is cycled. A “slam fire” can result in serious personal injury and equipment damage.

* DO NOT expose primers to heat, pressure or to static clectricity. These conditions
can cause primers to detonate.

* NEVER secat a primer into a powder charged case.

* Decapping live primers is extremely dangerous and is not recommended.



RELOADER SPECIAL-5 PRESS PARTS

KEY PART # DESCRIPTION KEY PART # DESCRIPTION

1 88205 Press Frame 13 09111 Shell Hoider Ram Clip
2 09268 Primer Catcher Spring

3 87414 Handle Ball 14 87417 Primer Arm Pin

4 86860 Handle 15 88210  Primer Arm

5 09258 Toggle 16 87670 Retaining Ring

6 09263 Ram Pin 17 09554 Primer Plug, Large

7 09265 Hex Nut, 9/16-18 17 08555 Primer Plug, Small

8 09266 Retaining Ring, 3/8" (6) 18 09508 Primer Sleeve, Large
9 88211 Ram 18 09507 Primer Sleeve, Small
10 88215 Link {2) 19 09508 Coil Spring

11 " 88216 Link Pin (2) 20 09138 Bushing

12 . 09260 Bow Washer, 3/8" (2) - 09311 Case Lube-2




IMPORTANT: READ THIS SECTION FIRST

Before using the RCBS Reloader Special-5 Press, read these instructions carefully to fully learn how to safely
operate the related reloading equipment. Failure to properly operate certain reloading equipment can result in
severe personal injury and/or equipment damage. If you have read these instructions and still do not under-
stand some operation, call us at 1-800-533-5000 and a technician will assist you. This instruction manual
contains specific safety and operating information. It should be considered a permanent part of your reload-
ing equipment and remain with the equipment at all times for easy reference.

SAFETY .

Reloading is an enjoyable and rewarding hobby that can be conducted safely. But, as with any hobby, careless-
ness or negligence can make reloading hazardous. This product has been designed from the beginning with
the user’s safety in mind. When reloading, safety rules must be followed. By observing these rules, the chance
of 1 hazardous occurrence causing personal injury or property damage is minimized.

GENERAL :

* Use all equipment as the manufacturer recommends. Study the instructions carefully and become thorough-
ly familiar with the operation of the product. If you do not have written instructions, request a copy from the
equipment manufacturer.

* Don't take short cuts. Attempting to bypass established procedures is an invitation to an accident.

* Observe “good housekeeping” in the reloading area. Keep tools and components neat, clean and orderly.
Promptly and completely clean up primer and powder spills.

* Reload only when you can give your undivided attention. Do not reload when fatigued or ill, or under the
influence of medications or alcohol. Develop a reloading routine to avoid mistakes which may prove haz-
ardous. Don't rush - Joad at a leisurely pace.

* Always wear adequate eye protection to protect your eyes from flying particles. You assume unnecessary risk
when reloading without wearing safety glasses,

LOADING DATA '

* Usc only Iaboratory tested reloading data, We highly recommend the current SPEER Reloading Manual.

* OBSERVE ALL WARNINGS ABOUT THE USE OF MAXIMUM LISTED LOADS,

PRIMERS AND POWDER .

* Stare primers and powder beyond the reach of children and away from heat, dampness, open flames and electri-
cal equipment. Avoid areas where static electricity is evident.

* Do not use primers of unknown identity. Scrap unknown primers in aceordance with applicable regulations,

* Keep primers in the original factory container until ready to use. Return unused primers to the same factory
packaging for safety and to prescrve their identity. Primer paclaging is designed to provide safe storage.

* DO NOT store primers in bulk. The blast of just a few hundred primers is sufficient to cause serious injury
to anyone nearby

* DO NOT force primers. Use care in handling primers.

* DO NOT have more than one can of powder on the bench at one time. Powder cans should be stored away
from the bench to avoid picking up the wrong one.*

* DO NOT use any powder unless its identity is positively known. The only positive identification is the manu-
facturer's label on the original canister. Discard all mixed powders and those of uncertain identity.

* If you use a powder measure, replace the fids on both the powder hopper and powder can after the powder hop-
per has been filled,

* When using 2 powder measure, settle the powder in the powder hopper before charging any cases. Throw and
check the weight of at least ten charges. This will assure you that the correct powder charge is being thrown.

* When you finish 2 reloading session, pour any remaining powder back into its original factory contriner. This
will preserve the identity and shelf life of the powder.

* DO NOT smoke while reloading, v

RECORD KEEPING

* Keep complete records of reloads. Apply a deseriptive label to each box showing the date produced, and the
primer, powder and bullet used. Labels for this purpose are packed with SPEER bullets.

Never attempt to guess at the identity of your ammunition.

Becanse RCBS has no contrel over the choice of conmponents,
the manner in which they are assembled, the use of this product,

or the guns in which the resulting ammunition may be used,
we assume 1o responsibility, e‘.}fpresscd or implied,
e

_ for the use qfamimmition reloaded with this product.




The RCBS Rebuader Specil=5 (RS-5) Press is the perfect
pruss for Begianes, or experienced reloaders who want
separate press o landle diffezent unetions or calibers. It
has evulved fhan e pow Fanous “JR” and Refoader
Specil Presses. With the R5-5 yun ean reload your faverite
pistol an idle s foom the itagnoms dmvn m .17 cal-
iber. Fhe versarile R5-3 fewires an on-press primer arm
and a removable hushing dar allows the use of RCBS
Shosdiell Dies or the Miggyback Conversion Unir.

The strdy black O frame, pioneered by RCBS, elimi-
nates springing af 1he frame that oceurs in “C™ and other
nvpe peesses. The bluck "0 portiun of the frame has been
olfset to ath ciess ot the work anen . The press
frame has an extia-long cin-hearing surface to climingic
ram wobbly amd side-play iuxd assures the alignment of the
shell iolder n the die Fle R5-5 Press has standard 7/8-14
thread for must all popualer reloading accessories. The 1og-
ule Blick, Tinals and pise ace epgineened o prevent spring-
ing and bireaka

UNPACKING
Unpack the prese capefully and lonk for the items fisted
beluw. Refer 1o the paces list for identificarion, The kit
shuuh comtain the bllinving items:

* Prese

= Fandle sund hamdle s

* Prmer Cateher

* Priser Arncwith Primer Plags and Sleeves

HELs DS
i

HANDIE

PHIMILE
LNIUTIRR

PRIMER ARM

SHELL A0l |

HANDILL
INSTALLATION Lok
Salielly e the Reloader Special-3 Press o o snardy
tble or workbends with twn 3067 bolts of sutficient lengsh
to peneteate the press Buse wnd beneh. We do not recom-
mend using “C™ chunps 10 moune the press 1 e reloadiag
bench. Remuve the hundle nue frans the hande and insmall
the threaded poroon throtigh the toggle block as shown.
S photo 1.

Arrach the handle st and
tighten securely. The handle
Y st remaan fighe at all
times to avoid damage 10 the
handle and toggle block.

To position the primer cacher
as shown, snap the carcher
onto the tear portiun of the
press frame und againse the
ram. See photo 2.

The RY-5 Press aceepis
removible 'pe shell holders.
o insaall, insest the shefl
holder into the vam and nvise
slightiy 1 the el To remove
the shedl holder, nvise slighrly
to the right while puslling the
shell Boldur st of the slor,

PRIMER ARNM
ASSENIBLY AND
INSTALLATION
Al the parts needed m assemble the primer arm are pack-
agedl inw plastic bag. Refer to the parts list in the back of
titis insrrucnion smanual for their identificarion. Before
instudling rhe primer arm onmo the press, make sure the cor-
et sive primer plug and sleeve are tn position on the
primer arm. T assemble: Sedece the correct primer plug and
sleeve (large or smaliy. Drop the Exri:m:r plug threugh the

sleeve, Place the coil spring onte
the end of the primer plup. Serew
the threaded end of the primer
plug into the counrerbared side off
the primer arm. See phote J.

Tighten the assembly with a small
wail or steaighiened paper clip
through the cross hole in the
primer plug. Do not aver tiginen,
To inszall the primer arm assembly,
insert the primer anm pin {the end
without the gravve) into the hale in the press fmme.
Gently rap the end of she pin with a smiall hammer unsil
the simall shaulder un the pin seats up againse be press
frame. Slide the primer ann assembly over the pin until the
groave on the pin it cxposed. Install the reining ring.

Ser phete 5.

be changed :\’itlluul removing
the primer arm aseembly from
the prese. Check from: time w
wme o be certain the primer

plug remaine tghr,

MAINTENANCE

This prese was Inbricated a1 the
tacsory Howeves, it is necessany .

to hibricore 2ll moving parts frem time  time wirh a light
oil such as Outers G Qif. 1f sust spots appear, swab lighly
with gun oil and wipe dri. Care should be taken not ta
apply it where it could ¢ome in eontact with primer pockes
or primers. O will deaei-
vate primers. It is o good
practice to elenn the press
prior io lubrication to
reanove pric amnd other
sesidue, You will note the
ease ur which the epoxy
enamel paint wipes clean.
‘This finish is impervious ro
oil and is extremely chip
and faele resistant,

RELOADING WITH A 2-DIE SET
(EOTTLENECK RIFLE AND
PISTOL CASES)
STEP 1. Wipe all the cases
clean 1o prevent dicr and gnt
from serarching the cates and
the interior of the sizer de.
Using a deburring tauol,
remore any rough edzes from
the inside and ontside of the
case muth. Inspeet the cases
lor any defects surch as case
separatiuns and splic necks
Causly sund diseard any detec-
tive cases,
Sev phata 3,

STED 2. Eightly lubcicare the
outside of the cases by rolling
them over he cuse lube pad
shar hae a reace of Cose Lufe-2
an i1, This will permis the cuse
1 be inserted into she dzer die
withuut sticking. Apply a trace
of lubricanr te the case neck
brush by eolfing it over the case
tube pad and lightly lubricare
the intide of the case neck

Sve pheto &,

NOTE: If you apply tou much
lube, it can cause denes in the
shoulder of the case during
resizing, 1 there isn't ennugh
lube, the case con become
srck in the sizer die.

STET 3. Screw the sizer die
inta the top of the reloading
press. Refer to 1he die instruc-
tans that were included with
your seloading dies for the
proper adjustunent, Instalt the correcr shell holder inmo tie
ram. See phote 7,

STEP 4. Raise the press han-
dle and whide the case into the
shell holder, Gently but firm-
Iv; lower 1he press handle and
ur the case all the way into
the die. This operation will
sesize the case, expand the
case mouth and knock the
fired primer out of the boi-
wim of the case. Ser phots §.

STEP 5. While the cuse is sill inside the die, insen a live
primer, open end up, into the cup of die primer arm.
Genaly and sfowly rise the press landle, As the case is
drawn out of the die, it will be
lowered onto the live primer.
[nspeer the primer 10 make
sure it is propetly seared.
Ideally, the primer should he
seated 002 10 005 below
{lush. Develop the habir of
checking each case afiec it is
primed. Se¢ pbara 9.

STEP b, Consuly the Sperr

Releaifing Manral 1o learn whar kind of powder, and how
mch, is necded 1o reload vour caliber DF:mﬁdge.']'lIen
weigh 1he recomended powder charge in vour reloading
stale. Follomv the instructions
vou received with your scale
for proper adjusiment,

See phets 70,

STEP 7. After vou have accu-
rarely weighed the powdes, it
can be poured into the case
through the powder funncl.
Sevphor 11,

e inal step of reloading the
case and reating the buller,
Unscrew the sizer die from the
prese and thoead the seater dic
inta the press, Adjuss the seater
dic according 1o the insrructions
received with vour die set.

Sec phate 12.

STEP 9. dnsert a case inta the shell holder and holding o
biller ever she mouth of the case with one Jand, hewer the
press handle wieh the niher.
Tusn the buller and case into
the seater die. Adjust the
seater plug up or dovn o
achieve the proper seating
deph, Ser pharo 13,

NOTE: Fersimplivity. thiae
ustraction shess flat one cire
gedny thraugh oll the refonding
steps. I aitaal weloauding von
weirhd trke quintiy of v
shreugh duifi i,

RELOADING WITH
A 3-DIE SET
{STRAIGHT-WALL
RIFLE AND
PISTOL CASES}
Relouding with a 3-Die Set is
basically the came as relinuding
with a 2-Die Ser, enveepr she
expanding step i done in s
separaie i,

STEP 1. Refer to Step 1 for 2-Die Ser, Sa phote 5.
STEP 2. Retes 10 Step 2 fur 2-Die Ser. So phase .
STEP 3. Refer to Step 3 for 2-Dhie Ser. So phats I,

STEP 4. Ratee the peess hundle and slide e case into the
shetl holder. Gently bue fiym-
Tv lower e press handle and
s the vase
she i, This operation will
resize the cuse and kaock the
fired primer out of the hor-
o o the case. After i
nin the case 4l sthe wi inro
the dic, inset a live primer,
wpen zad wp, s the cup of
the primer arm. Gentle and
stowly caise the press handle, As the case is deswn out of
the dic.ar will be fowered anmo
the Jive primer. Fnepect she
primer to make sure it is prop-
erly seaved, Tdeally, the primer
should be seated 002 1o 005
below flush, Drevelop the habit
af checking each case after it is
primned. S phors I35,

STEP 5. Unserew the sizer die
from the prese and replice it
with the expander die. This die
will expnd the ease mouth 1o
receive the beller. Refer 1o vour die inetructions for psoper
adjustsnent, $ec phste Ie.

STEP 6. Comsulr the Spor
releanding Nanual 10 learn
what kind of pmuder, and
how much, is needed (o
reboad vous caliber of car-
rridge. Then weigh the rec-
ommensded powder clwege in
your reloading scale. Fallow
the instructions vou received
with your scale tor proper
adiustment. Sec photo IT.

STEP 7. After vou have aceu-
rately weighed che powder, ir
can be poured into the case
through the poswder funnel.
See phito 1V,

STEP B. You are now ready
Tor the tinak srep of reboading .

the case and searing the bullet. Unserew the expander die
from the press and thread she seater die inw the press.
Adjust the easer die avconding 1o the insrruerions seceived
with vour die set. Insert a case into the hell holder, and
halding a buller over the mouth of the case with one hand,
lower the press handle wish the ather, Run the buller and
case into the searer die.
Adjust the searer plug up s
down 1o achieve the proper
seating depih, Ser phoro 19,

NOTE: For simplisity. thow
mdviitiom shesy ft e v, geitg
Ereagh alf i wlanding s In
it wekandig. veu ssouhf fake o
gattitiey ef aaws threugh raih
"W




RLEBS

PRECISIONEERED® RELOADING EQUIPMENT

We think that we make the very best
reloading equipment in the world.
If you agree, please tell your friends.
If you disagree, tell us - we want to do something about it!

Customer Service
1-800-533-5000 (US or Canada) or 530-533-5191
Hours: Monday - Friday, 6:30am - 4:00pm Pacific Time
e-mail: rchstech@atk.com » www.rcbs.com
RCBS « 605 Oro Dam Bivd. « Orovitle, CA 95965

CCl « SPEER « RCBS
OUTERS = RAMLINE « ORBEX » FEDERAL
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